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SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
LAW DIVISION - ATLANTIC COUNTY 
DOCKET NO. ATL-L-477-04 

RELCOMM, INC., 
Plaintiff, 

vs . 
ATLANTIC CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION; 
FREDRICK P. NICKLES; MICRO 
TECHNOLOGY GROUPE, INC . ; DONNA 
HAYE; MARTIN FRIEDMAN; ALEMAR 
CONSULTING; and JOHN DOES 1-20, 

Defendants. 

ORIGIN ---__-__---- 
Monday, December 20, 2004 

Oral sworn deposition of FREDRICK P. 
NICKLES, taken at the law offices of Jacobs & 
Bardone, 1125 Pacific Avenue, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, before Robert J. Boccolini, Certified 
Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public of the State of 
New Jersey, on the above date, commencing at 1O:lO 
a.m., there being present: 

FLASTER GREENBERG 
1810 Chapel Avenue West 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
BY: J, PHILIP KIRCHNER, ESQ. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

TATE & TATE 
The Lexington Building, Suite 5 

Medford, New Jersey 08055 

www-tate-tate.com 

180 Tuckerton Road 

(856) 983-8484 - (800) 636-8283 

(800) 636-8283 Tate & Tate, Inc. 
180 Tuckerton Road, Suite 5, Medford, NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 

LL 

http://www-tate-tate.com
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page 89 

Q. And did the board accept it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you do any independent analysis yourself 

to determine whether his recommendation w a s  

appropriate or not? 

A. No, I did not, 

Q. Do you know if anyone else at the school 

district did? 

A. N o t  to my knowledg 'e ,  

Q. Now, we also talked about the lease/purchase 

arrangement- 

A. Pes. 

Q -  That was actually for computer equipment, 

wasn't it? 

A. !Chat's correct. 

Q. That had nothing to do with the E-Rate 

program; is that correct? 

A. That is correct. But I only responded 

because you asked m e  concerning the gray market. 

Q. Right. 

A. R i g h t .  

Q. That's my point. The gray market accusation 

is not related to any E-Rate contract; is that 

correct? 

A. That is correct, to the best of knowledge. 
c 

(800) 636-8283 (856) 983-8484 



RelComm vs. Lkpaption of 
Atlantic City Board of - et*. Frednck P. Niiklcs M d Y  

Decemba 20,2004 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

page 87 

you this, and if I did I apologize, but do you 

recall -- you testified about a meeting you had with 
Mr. Friedman at your office. 

Do you recall when that was to talk about the 

Year 6 E-Rate awards? 

A. No. I'd have to re€- to q calemdar. 

Q. Okay. Was it in your office at the school 

district headquarters? 

A. It was either in ry office or q con€erence 

room directly next to my office. 

(2. And what occurred at the meeting? 

A. Are yon talking about the very first meeting? 

Q. No. I'm talking about the meeting to 

specifically t a l k  about the Year 6 awards. 

A. Oh. 

9. I believe you testified that Mr. Friedman 

took the bids and then analyzed them. 

A. Yes * 

MS. WEINSTEIN: Objection. 

THE WITNESS: But I don't think there 

was a meeting after that until such time as Mr. 

Friedman 

Q- Okay. Do you recall whether his 

recommendation was in writing? 

A. I don't recall. 

(800) 636-8283 Tate & Tate, Inc. 
180 Tucbton Rod, Suitc 5, Medfor& NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 
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A. 

Q -  So, was it you who called Mr. Friedman? 

A. I believe so. 

Q -  And did you set up meeting? 

A, Yes.  

Q .  And did you have that meeting? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Do you recall approximately when that was? 

A. No. 

Q -  Was it at the school district? 

A. Yes. It was i n  my conf-ce ro~. 

Q. And who was present at that meeting? 

A. I believe it w a s  prcabably Donna H a p ,  Lesley 

Mote ,  and Marilyn When. 

Q -  M r .  Jones wasn't there? 

A. No. Mr. Jones has objected to everything 

that w e  w a n t e d  to do with the r e v i e w  of technology. 

I ' m  not sure of the par.  

H e  was going to oertain board aacrrhars trying to 

interrupt what I felt was a direction w e  needed to go 

i n  for technology. 

So, I did not -- I lost -- I had lost 

confidence i n  Mr. Jones. 

Q. At the meeting with -- the first meeting with 
Alemar, what did you discuss? 

A. W h a t  services he could provide, h i s  campany, 

(Soo) 636-8283 (856) 983-8484 
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A. 

Cordec was a -y out of Vineland, I belie-, and 

the'gentle~~llr, whose - escapes 1 p ~  at this preseat 

the, said he had m a d e  coatact w i t h  Son Jones about 

doing a telqhone fcr(Ticyy proposal, they sent i n  the 

proposal, now Mr- Jones won' t emem talk to him about 

the telephones, and that piqued rap interest. 

So, I set up a meeting and CorTsc - down 

I had a carpan31 called CarTeC eo ntact m e ,  and 

and w e  reviewled the proposal and eventually they did 

w o r k  for us, did sols good w o r k  for us. 

But to ansmur your question specifically, as 

I was sharing same of my concerns because theg have 

knowledge of coaputet technology, and as I was 

sharing their concerns I t l y  asked them to 

r e v i e w  this report, and as you're going lvound they 

w a n t e d  to take a look a+ soma of the telephone 

connections, tell m e  w h a t  you think, to get another 

opinion about our technology. 

It was at that t ime  at one of our meetings -- 
w a s n ' t  the first meeting, but at  a subsequent meeting 

when I was ta lk ing  about I hawe a lack of confidence 

w i t h  the way thg E-Rate is being handled, and I 

asked: Do you knou of anyone who serves as a 

consultant on E-Rate natters because it's a very 

complicated proaess, although now I know EO- about 

(SOO) 636-8283 Tatc 8t Tatc, Lnc. (856) 983-8484 
180 Tuckertoo Road, SUiG 5, Madfonl. NJ 08055 
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F r i e d m a n  or not. 

B u t  when the results came back, it was not an 

issue because they w e r e  not being for any 

type of work w i t h  the school district. 

Q. When you received the Omicron report in 

October, on October 22 or thereabouts, 2002,  what did 

you do with the report? 

A. Obviously I re14 it. I Mi- we had 

enough copies that I presented it to the Board of 

Education - 
Q. And did you recommend to the Board of 

Education that it accept Omicron's recomendati 
Y 1 

ns? 

A. I don't recall specifically doing that as far 

as a motion w o u l d  be concerned. I w o u l d  prnbably 

have just given to it thm for their review, probably 

to be discussed at a later t i m e .  

Q. Do you recall at the time you received that 

report, and I'm referring to Exhibit P-6, do you 

report at that recall whether you agreed with the 

time? 

A. P-6, page 6? 

Q- No - 
MR. BLEE: P-6 is the enti-re document. 

MR, KIRCHNER: The enAre document. 

MR, BLEE: He wasn't referring to a 

(800) 636-8283 Tate & Tak, Inc. (856) 983-8484 
18OTnckutmRmd.slliee5.MedfordNJ 08055 
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Educat ion  bailding. It was at that W that I 

recognized ollricron had pot in a st.rbrittal. 

At that W ~ ! T I & ! I W  ould be a 

conflict of interest since they semmci as a 

consultant, and I donv t specifically m a  the 

discussions, btlt in looking ower the bid packets, 

- -- - - 

-__c___c 

they w e r e  not the lowlest -- I wouldn't say the 

lowest responsible bictlar, They w e r e  not the biddet 

who submitted tha best proposal for the E-Rate m o n e y  

for the school district at the lowest possible price. 

Q. Was that your conclusion? 

A. 

Q. And your professional would be Mr. Friedman 

of Alemar; is that right? 

- 
That w a s  ry conclusion with our professional- 
/ 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. Did you have discussions with Mr. Friedman 

about that? 

A. I don't recall specifically. 

Q. Who ultimately made the decision to whom to 

award contracts as a result of the Year 6 bid? 

After they w e r e  

the bids, cmalytad w, 
reoormsendation after his analysis. 

Q. 
A. Well, he probably m a d e  i t  to m a  and w h o e v e r  

+ 

A. 

And to whom did he make that recommendation? 
/- 

(SOO) 636-8283 Tab &Tate, h. (856) 983-8484 
180 'hckton Road Suite 5. Madford NJ 08055 
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specific page. 

MR. KIRCHNER: No, I'm just -- 
MR, BLEE: He was confused. 

Q.  I'm sorry, let me rephrase it- 

A- That's al l  right. 

Q. In general, at the time you received the 

report which has been marked as P-6, do you recall 

whether you agreed with the recommendations contained 

in that report? 

A. I don't k n o w  that I agreed oz disagreed, It 

was a third party evaluation of what  a th i rd  party 

saw, keeping i n  mind perhaps that third party has 

interest in doing work  in the school district. 
b? 3 

So, I appreciated the rrrport, I read it, 

digested, but I took no action on it at that time. - n 
16 A- Did Omicron make a presentation to the School 

18 A. I believe they did, but I'm not exactly sure. 

19 I believe they MY have beem present and MY have 

20 made a presentation, bat I 'IR not sure. 

21 Q. Do you recall any decisions being made by the 

22 School Board as a result of Omicron's presentation? 

23 A. I don' t believe the Board of ELdacation made 

24 any decision based on that report itself. 

25 Q- How did you come to have contact w i t h  Alemar? 

(800) 636-8283 Tote & Tatc, Inc. 
180 Tuckaton Road, Suite 5, Madfbrd, NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 
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it than I redlly w a n t  to know, and the -tion 

for Alrrrnr and Martin Ridman - f r o m  -- the 

gentlanrra's name is Paul -, who was at COrTec, 

he * s now w i t h  another colp~u~y, who that I 

may want to contact htr. R i m  -use he knows 

that he does work i n  other schools w h e r e  -Tee has 

done work. That's how I got the Martin 

Friedman. 

9. Do you recall when that was? 

A. No. It w a s  sometire after this retpozt. 

MR. BLEE: Referring to P-6. 

THE WITNESS: P-6. And prior to Mr. 

Friedman having a contract with the Board of 

Education. 

Q- And do you recall when Mr. Friedman had a 

contract? 

A. I think it was sonetire in January of 2002, I 

believe. 

Q. January of 2003 maybe? 

A. Maybe 2003, yeah- 

Q- This report is dated October 22 of 2002, so 

it would have been after that, right? 

A. O k a y .  That's correct. So it probably is 

2003 - 
Q -  Okay. 

(800) 636-8283 Tate & Tpte, Inc. (856) 983-8484 
I 8 O ~ R u a d , s u i & 5 , M a d f o r d , N J  08055 
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1 his professional baclcground, w h a t  schools he bas 

2 represented or did represent, wmia of  a character 

3 meeting to detsrmine who, w h a t ,  w h e r e ,  when. 

4 Q -  And as a r e s u l t  of t h a t  meeting, did you make 

5 a d e c i s i o n  t o  recommend t o  t h e  School Board t h a t  

6 A l e m a r  be r e t a i n e d ?  

7 A. N o t  at that -, I believe there weme 

8 additional mtings exploring, you know, the 

9 possibilities of his company uozking w i t h  the school 

10 district to develop the E-Rate. 

11 A t  sopls point i n  W, but I don't 

12 specifically when, prior to it appearing on the board 

13 agenda, I and, you know, those present felt that B&. 

1 4  Friedpaan or Al-rrar w a s  the appropriate individtlal and 

15 colllpany to do our E-Rate application and it w a s  taken 

16 to the Board of Education. 

17 MR. KIRCHNER: Okay. Why d o n ' t  we t a k e  

18 a break h e r e  for  lunch.  

1 9  MR. BLEE: Fine.  

20 (Lunch break,)  

2 1  BY MR. KIRCHNER: 

22 Q -  Mr- Nickles, w e  were t a l k i n g  before lunch 

2 3  about  Year 6 E-Rate -- 
24 A. Yes I 

25 Q. -- c o n t r a c t s  and whatnot. I may have asked 

(800) 636-8283 Tale & Tale, Inc. 
180 Tuckatoa Road, Suite 5, Medfird, NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 
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Q -  And did you have a meeting to discuss his 

recommendation? 

A. N o t  prior to him making the recollpendation, 

Q .  Okay- 

A. V b  had a mseting after the recolsendation to 

talk about the impl-tation 
- /  

recipients that were b i n g b d e d  the ~eax 

Q -  When you say you didn't have a meeting prior 

to his making the recommendation, to whom did he make 

his recommendation? 

A. I don't recall the procedure. 
& 

\ 

Q. Well, how did Mr. Friedman's recommendation 

F get to the Board of Education? 

A. Well, it had to came to m e  via either I would 

imagine written correspondence. 

If it didn't happen that w a y ,  then xr. 

Friedman came to the board, but I really can't speak 

on that for Mr. Friedman. I don't rerslnber. 

Q. Okay. Did you, you personally, did you 

accept his recommendation? - 

A. yes. fl 
Q- And did you present his recommendation to the 

board? 

A. Yes - 

(800) 636-8283 Tate & Tatej k. 
180 'Ibcbtm Road, Suite 5, Mcdford, NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 
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1 Q. So, am I correct that that would not be a 

2 reason you would give for not approving payment to 

3 RelComm for any of the E-Rate moneys? 

4 A. No. The only connection it csmald ham is if 

5 work was being.done cm those lease/purchase .coaputers 

6 and we did not have the warranties and if work was 
4 sc 

/ - -- 
7 

a 8  
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10 
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being- - R a t s  fk&. That &la 

be the only connection that I can see at th is  t ime, 

9. And that was your testimony before, that you 

didn't want the school district to get in trouble for 

violating E-Rate rules? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Okay. Turning to your testimony about lack 

of work order, you found a lack of work order and it 

is was one of the reasons you gave for not 

authorizing to payment to RelComm? 

A. 

Q -  Do you know if anyone at the school district 

communicated to RelCom a requirement to produce work 

orders? 

A. I do not know that, although it is standard 

practice before an- gets paid, noaally there's 

supporting documentation attached to the purchase 

order or to the voucher, the payment  voucher, 

indicating w h a t  work w a s  &ne ami p e r f o e ,  and then 

I don't know that we found any work orders. 

(800) 636-8283 (856) 983-8484 
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w a s  i n  the aearting with .be, and w e  ultha-y made it 

to the Board of Education. 

Q. So, is it your testimony that there was a 

meeting at which time Mr- Friedman discussed with you 

his recommendations in response to the Year 6 bid? 

A. I believe so. I don't specifically recall, 

but that's n o d l y  how I handle things- 

Q. And do you recall who was at that meeting? 

A. Not specifically, but I would assvme, because 

most of the meetings are of the same people, d d  be 

myself, Donna Earn, Marilyn -hen, m a y b e  Lesley Motz 

at that time. I'm not so18 who else w o u l d  have been 

there. 

Q- Was Mr. Jones there? 

A. I don't recall. I w o u l d  assu~s Mr. Jones 

was not there, 

Q .  So, I want to be sure I understand your 

testimony. 

Was it your conclusion independently or did 

you reach a conclusion as a result of discussions 

with Mr- Friedman that Omicron was not the best 

solution at the lowest possible price? 

A. 1 don't recdll specifically. I knew thgv 

put in a proposal. I had a concern. I don't 

r-r if I specifically discussed it with Mr. 

(800) 636-8283 Tate 8t Tatq Inc. 
180 Tuckerton Road, Suite 5, Medford NJ 08055 

(856) 983-8484 
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Page 107 

this document. If this document was  approved, then 

there s h a d  be a signed version, 

If it was -- if t h i s  was not the contract 

that the ataxmay drafted, then there would be 

another document signed. 

This was w h a t  A l e  Consul+iarr brought to 

the school disttict and w a n t e d  so.uKIpB in the 

position of authorization to sign it. 

signed because the board at that tira, did not appxove 

i t .  - 
It's not 

So, no document would have been signed until 

the board gave approval for the expmnditure of aoney 

for that contract. 

w 

/ 

7 

A t  tbnt time one of three people may have 

been given perdssion to sign it, either the board 

president, the business administrator, or sayself. 

Q- Okay. Do you know did t he  School Board ever 

approve a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  A l e m a r  f o r  Year 6? 

A. Yes. 

Q- And do you know when t h a t  occurred? 

A. I would it w a s  either -, and that may 

have beren the aeeting w h e r e  it ua.8 postponed unti l  

Jan- l l th,  I believe, and again I'm not familiar 

with the year. 

It  was whenever they did the Year 6. It was 

(800) 636-8283 (856) 983-8484 
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probably 2003 or 2004. I forget w h i c h .  

Q. Do you see the date next to Mr. Friedman's 

at the bottom of the page? 

A. 

Q- Right. 

A. m-hm. 

Q. So, that would place the meeting in around 

January of ' 0 3  thyou're referring to; is that 

right? 

A. Yes, I would assume so. Xes. 

Q -  NOW, isn't it true that Mr. Friedman began 

performing services for the school district before 

that date? 

A. No, I don't believe it is true. 

Q. Do you know when Mr. Friedman filled out the 

forms to put out the bid request for Year 6? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q -  Is it your belief that that occurred after 

the January board meeting where his contract was 

approved? 

A. Not necessarily. 

Q. Okay. Why do you say not necessarily? 

A. I don't k n o w  when he did it. I don't kuou 

if he started w o r k i n g  on the project, assuming he w a s  

going to receive a eontract, or when. I don't know 

(SOO) 636-8283 Tate & Tate, Inc. (856) 983-8484 
180 Tuck- Road, Suite 5, h 4 d 6  NJ 08055 
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when he did the work. 

Well, it's more than just doing the work. Q .  

Didn't he in fact submit forms to the Schools and 

Libraries Division on behalf of the School Board? 

\ 
c - 

4 

A. That  I do not recall. 

Q. 

A. I don't think he w a s  author&red to do 
/ 

<~ 1 

Wasn't he authorized to do that? 

- 
/ 

anything -til such tiae as he had u contract and the 

board a p p o i n a  him as Year 6 cootdinator of the 

project is qy recolleation- 

Q .  Okay. I show you what's been previously 

\ 

& 

marked in this case as Exhibit P-12, which for the 

record is a document produced by the School Board and 

it contains pages B a t e s  numbered 04668, 04671, 

04765 -- or excuse me, 04705, 04706 and 04707. 
Have you ever seen that documents before? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q -  Do you recall when you saw them? 

A. I believe it w a s  when  Mr. Friedman matie  his 

recoammndation as our E-Rater consultant based on his 

review of the subrittals on behalf of E-Rate. 

Q. 

I ---s / 

I 

Is it your understanding that this is a 

document prepared by Mr. Friedman? 

A* Yes. 

Q. And he -- it's your testimony he presented 

(800) 636-8283 Tate &Tote, Inc. (856) 983-8484 
18OTu~k~kmRd,sUi te5 ,Medford ,~  08055 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
L A W  DIVISION - ATLANTIC COUNTY 
DOCKET NO. ATL-L-477-04 

RELCOMM, INC., 
Plaintiff, 

vs . 
ATLANTIC CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION; 
FREDRICK P- NICKLES; MICRO 
TECHNOLOGY GROUPE, INC.; DONNA 
HAYE; MARTIN FRIEDMAN; ALEMAR 
CONSULTING; and JOHN DOES 1-20, 

ORIGIN Defendants. 

Oral sworn deposition of FREDRICK P. 
NICKLES, taken at the law offices of Jacobs & 
Bardone, 1125 Pacific Avenue, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, before Robert J. Boccolini, Certified 
Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public of the State of 
New Jersey, on the above date, commencing at 10:40 
a.m., there being present: 

FLASTER GREENBERG 
1810 Chapel Avenue West 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
BY: J. PHILIP KIRCHNER, ESQ. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

TATE & TATE 
T h e  Lexington Building, Suite 5 

Medford, New Jersey 08055 

www-tate-tate.com 

180 Tuckerton Road 

(856) 983-8484 - (800) 636-8283 

http://www-tate-tate.com
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many issues w i t h  the cabling, the way things were 

done, that it w a s  felt by a Oapsitbe e -- to have 

the opportunity to fir those schools that w e r e  needed 

at the time that w e  -tted the Y e a r  6 proposal, it 

was not 
- -- there WM not enough f_ira to da a prapeu: 

survey of the entire school district and determine 

exactly what needed to be replacud or updated. 
1 

So, it was a decision of the corrittee that 

w8 w o u l d  ask to do it all and that way the whole 

school district would be c o v e r e d .  

need scmething, then w e  did not have to do it. 

Xf wa did not . 
Q- And it's your understanding that that w a s  

called for by the school district? 

A. Yes. Ue had a cuamittee. W e  sat down w i t h  

Mr. F r i e d m a n ,  the same way as w e  sit down w i t h  

architects or engineers or attorneys and discuss 

options. 

the options are discussed w i t h  khe professionals. 

_L 

W e  discuss the plans w e  w a n t  to do and all 

On ny coraittee, w h i c h  usually consists i n  

this case of myself, Donna Haye, Marilyn Cohen,  and 

the business adrinistratot, w e  felt that the best 

plan of action to correct the network probleas and 

the coaptlter problers in the school district w a s  to 

take this course of di-tion. 

Q .  Okay. So, it's your understanding t h a t  the 
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specifications for the bid for Year 6 called for the 

re-cabling of the district? 

A. Yes - 
Q. Let me show you what's previously been marked 

- 
7 

as Exhibit P-56, which is a document bearing Bates 

number 006904 through 6906. 

Have you ever seen P-56 before? 

A. I don' t believe so. 

Q- For the record, these were the -- this was 

part of the bid package that was given to prospective 
* 

bidders for the Year 6 bid. 

A. okay. 

Q- Okay. Do you know who Mr. Holt is? 

A. Pes. 

Q .  Who is Mr. Holt? 

A. ~ I believe Mr. Holt works with A l c u a r .  

Q -  Okay. And Alemar was responsible for 

a 

\ + 

conducting the bid for Year 6 for the school 

district; is that correct? 

A. That's correct, 

Q- Take a look at this and tell md if you 

\ 
see 

anywhere on here replacing all of the cabling in the 

district? J 
MR. BLEE: Objection to the form of the 

question. 
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THE WITNESS: (Pause,) On the second 

page, page 4 8  of this document, it appears New Jersey 

Avenue -- halfway down, New Jersey Avenue received 
200 drops and Indiana Avenue will require 180 drops. 
c - 
All other schools will have a minimum 50 drops with 

maintenance services. 
- 

Q. Ab Does that mean re-cabling the entire 

A. No. I don't h o w  what it means. 

Q. Do you know what a drop is? 

A. I think that's where they bring the cable 

/ * 

into a roam. But  that's my knowledge and that's all 

the expertise I have. 

Q -  Okay. Are there 200 rooms in New Jersey 

Q. Isn't it true that the re-cabling of the 

entire district was a recommendation of MTG in its P 
Year 6 bid? -- 

20 MR. SANTORI: Objection to the form. 

21 THE WITNESS: I don't know. 

22 Q. You don't know that? 

1 23 A. No. 

24 Q. And isn't it true that the cabling that 

25 existed or still exists in the school astrict was 53 
/ 
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covered by a warranty? 

A. I Qn’t know that. 

Q. 
A. No. 

Q- D i d  you ever consider whether it made 

rrc 

Qid you ever inquire about that? 
. - 

economic sense for t h e  school district to replace 

cabling that  was covered by a warranty? 

A. We had a network that was failing, that r c ~ r e  

bving problems. I don’t know whe.re i n  tha$ netuoxk 

the problem exists or how many areas it existed in. 

Professionals czme in w i t h  a solution to try 

and I simply accepted their 

recommendations. 

14 Q -  Okay. Which professionals are you talking 

15 about? 

16 A. Well, we asked the best solution at the best 

17 
7 

price to f ix  the network probleras that existed and w e  

18 were applying for the Year 6 grant. 

After the r e v i e w  of our professional, i t  came 

back that MTG had / the best solution for the best 

price. 
/ 

the network problems, then that s what I undsrstood. 

/ z 

And if this was their solution to help fix 

22 

23 Q. And by professional you mean Alemar? 

24 A. Yes - 
25 Q- And you accepted that recommendation? 
- 
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Q -  Okay. D i d  you make any effort to do your 

own investigation as to whether MTG was the best 

solution for the best price? 

A- c 2 +  
Q -  Okay. Do you understand that MTG's price 

for Year 6 was more than two times higher than the 

next closest bidder? 

No. 
.e 

A. 

Q -  You don't understand that? You don't know 
4 

that?  

A. -11, I don't k n o w  that it is t w o  tires 

higher than the next bidder, and I don't know w h a t  

that really m e a n s .  

-'re looking for the best solution, the best 

total  package, and the next biddsr may not have 

provided the saae t o ta l  padcage to fix our problems. 

So, I don't know that that question is 

relevant without looking at all the facts. 

It sounds like we're talking aboat apples and 

pineapples instead of apples and apples. 

Q- 
the  cabling work that it is calling to do? 

A. No. But I also don't know that that's a 

requirenent that someone would have to do the cabling 

Do you know whether MTG has a license to do 

.- 

h 

Q 


